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Who is “Insured” Under the Policy? 
 
Q:  I obtained my professional license a couple years ago 
and have since been expected to stamp the drawing for 
the projects I work on, but I am not one of the firm’s 
owners.  In the event of a claim am I covered under the 
firm’s professional liability policy?  What if I leave the 
firm? 
 
A: These are common questions. The Travelers Design 
Professional Liability Insurance Policy states that 
Travelers will pay on behalf of the “Insured,” damages 
and defense expenses for claims due to professional 
negligence.  An Insured under the policy is the “Named 
Insured” firm, or any “Predecessor Firm,” or any 
“Insured Person” which the policy defines as anyone 
who: 
 

1. is the sole owner of, or is or was a 
partner in, the Named Insured or 
Predecessor Firm; 

2. was or is a member of the board of 
managers, director, executive officer, 
or shareholder of the Named Insured 
or Predecessor Firm; 

3. was or is an employee of the Named 
Insured or Predecessor Firm; or 
[Emphasis added] 

4. was or is an Independent Contractor, 

 
provided that such person is acting within the 
scope of their duties on behalf of the Named 
Insured or Predecessor Firm. [Emphasis 
added] 

 
To answer your question, if you are providing 
services, including stamping or sealing 

documents, during the scope of employment 
and for the benefit of the insured firm, the 
policy will respond.  Generally, all companies 
are liable for the actions of their employees 
while they are working within the scope of 
employment. 
 
If you choose to leave the firm, the same applies.  The 
services you provided and the documents you stamped 
or sealed were done while employed by the firm and as 
part of your employment.  So, if you leave the firm and 
there is an allegation of professional negligence 
associated with a project that you sealed or stamped 
the documents for, that claim is covered under the 
firm’s policy subject to the policy’s terms, conditions, 
and exclusions.    
 
It is also important to note that in addition to a claim of 
professional negligence where you have been 
personally named, there is also the potential for a 
disciplinary complaint and proceedings. The policy also 
provides a separate expense coverage for “Disciplinary 
or Regulatory Proceedings” which includes any formal 
proceedings by a disciplinary or regulatory body alleging 
professional misconduct in the performance of 
professional services. 
   
Do you have a question for Ask Homer that you would 
like to see answered in a future newsletter?  Email us at 
AskHomer@Travelers.com 
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