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what to look for3

  If a hurricane watch is issued:4

• Potential hurricane conditions   
 exist within the next 48 hours.

• Be sure to review your 
 hurricane plans.
• Get ready to respond if a hurricane  
 warning is issued.
 

   If a hurricane warning is issued:4

• Hurricane conditions will exist within  
 the next 36 hours.
• Complete storm readiness and 
 leave the area if directed to do 
 so by authorities.

when do they occur?

hurricane & tropical storm activity2

know what to do 
when it comes to hurricanes

share this infographic with your family, friends and 
neighbors to help them #ThinkSafe.   

visit travelers.com/prepare-prevent to learn more.

The official season for the Atlantic hurricane season is June 1 to November 30. 
The Eastern Pacific hurricane season begins May 15 and ends November 30.1

hurricane tips
Know the facts so you can prepare

1,2      http://www.community.fema.gov/connect.ti/AmericasPrepareathon/view?objectId=3222032 
3        http://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1409003345844-0e142725ea3984938c8c6748dd1598cb/
          How_To_Prepare_Guide_Hurricane.pdf 
4        http://www.redcross.org/prepare/disaster/hurricane 
5        http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes 
6,7      http://geology.com/hurricanes/largest-hurricane/ 
8        http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/pdf/nws-nhc-6.pdf
9        http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/hazstats.shtml
10       http://www.nws.noaa.gov/os/assessments/pdfs/Sandy13.pdf
11       http://www.cnn.com/2013/05/31/world/americas/hurricane-statistics-fast-facts/ 
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how to respond5

stay indoors, 
away from windows 
and glass doors, 
with curtains and 
blinds closed.

take refuge in a small 
interior room, closet 
or hallway on the 
lowest level.

beware of any lulls. 
if it is the eye of 
the storm, winds 
will likely pick up again.

secure and brace 
external doors. 
close interior doors.

evacuate if local 
authorities direct 
you to do so. 
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how damaging are they?
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estimated wind 
speed (MPH) of 
Hurricane Camille 
in 1969. Highest 
wind speed at landfall 
ever recorded.

number of major 
hurricanes (categories 
3, 4, and 5) that hit 
u.s. mainland between
1851-2010.

record diameter, 
in miles, of hurricane 
sandy in 2012.

10-year average 
of hurricane
fatalities, from 
2004-2013.

record for most 
days as a hurricane,
held by hurricane 
ginger in 1971.

property damages in 
dollars for hurricane 
katrina in 2005, the costliest 
hurricane in u.s. history.

This map depicts the frequency with which areas have 
experienced a hurricane or tropical storm. Atlantic data is 
from 1851-2012 and Pacific data is from 1949-2012.


